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PRE FA CE. 

I HEARTILY commend this Companion to the Book of 
Common Prayer as qualified to be, under the blessing 
of God, of great use to young Churchmen. 

S. WINTON. 



CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER I. 

9 iSflort J^ustors of tf)e iPrager^Book .... 3 

CHAPTER II. 

Cissnittab of $u!)ltc Eraser 5 

CHAPTER III. 

Cfie Cfitistuin gear 7 

CHAPTER IV. 

Befinittotus of ^cclmojstical QSEorUs . .13 

CHAPTER V. 

^rtiet of Bails Eraser 14 

CHAPTER VI. 

Cfte l-ttang 34 



CHAPTER I. 
a Sfiort f^fetotg of tie ^rager Booft. 

Sources. — Our present Liturgy is derived from the 
ancient Latin Services of the Church of England. The 
compilers took as their guide the Holy Scriptures and 
the Primitive Liturgies, and as their model the famous 
" Salisbury Book'' (or Sarum Use), which was the stan- 
dard Book in use throughout the greater part of England, 
and was compiled by Osmund, Bishop of Salisbury and 
Chancellor to William the Conqueror. 

It passed through several revisions before it reached 
its present form, viz* : — 

I. The King's Primer, a.d. 1545. 

II. First Prayer Book of King Edward VI., A.D. 1549. 

III. Second Prayer Book of King Edward VI., a.d. 
1551. 

IV. First Revision of Second Book in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, a.d. 1550. 

V. Second Revision of Second Book in the reign of 
King James I., a.d. 1604. 

VI. Third Revision of Second Book in the reign of 
Charles II., a.d. 1662. 

I. The King's Primer (1545) contained the Creed, 
Lord's Prayer, Commandments, Venite, Te Deum and 
some Hymns and Collects. It was begun in the reign of 
Henry VIII., but not finished until after his death. 
Verv soon the Clergy began to ume for a more complete 
book. A Committee of Bishops and Clergy was appointed, 
and the result of their labours was the production of the 

II. First Prayer Book of King Edward VI. 
(1549). In this Book the Morning and Evening Services 
commenced with the Lord's Prayer, and ended in the 
former with the Collect for Grace, in the latter with 
the Prayer " Lighten our darkness." The Psalter was 
divided that it might be sung through monthly instead 
of weekly, and the Apostles' Creed was substituted for 
that of S. Athanasius, except on certain Festivals named 
in the Rubric. 

III. The Second Prayer Book of Elingr 
Edward (1551) was a revision of the First. The 



4 A Short History of the Prayer Book 

Sentences, Exhortation, Confession and Absolution were 
added to the Morning Service. 

During the reign of Queen Mary the First and Second 
3ook8 were suppressed and the old Latin Services again 
revived. On the accession of Queen Elizabeth the 
Prayer Book was restored ; and then the question arose 
as to whether the First or Second Book should be 
adopted. This discussion resulted in a 

I V. Revision of the Second Book (1559), some- 
times called Queen Elizabeth's Prayer Book. In this the 
Prayers for the Queen and Clergy, and the Calendar and 
Table of Lessons (old Lectionary), were added. 

V. Kingr James the First's Revision (1604). 
When King James I. came to the throne the Puritans 
made an attempt to get the Prayer Book altered. 
The King summoned a conference at Hampton Court to 
discuss the matter, but the demands of the Puritans 
were so unreasonable that he dissolved it after three 
days, and the result was only that a few additions were 
made, namely, the Prayer for the Royal Family, and the 
Special Thanksgivings after the Litany. Our translation 
of the Bible was made in this reign. The Puritans, who 
had been striving for years to effect the suppression of the 
Prayer Book, gained their object during the Great Rebel- 
lion. They made the use of it either in public or private 
a crime, and imposed heavy penalties on those who 
dared to disobey. 

VI. King Charles the Second's Revision 
(1662). * At the Restoration, when the Prayer Book 
again came into use, the Puritans petitioned the King 
to abolish it partially, if not entirely. He instituted 
a Commission known as the " Savoy Conference,'' con- 
sisting equally of Episcopalians and Presbyterians, but 
nothing was effected. The work of revision was then 
transferred to the two Houses of Convocation, which 
unanimously adopted some additions, viz. : — the General 
Thanksgiving, the Prayers for the " High Court of 
Parliament,^' and for "All (conditions of Men." The 
Sentences, Exhortation, Confession, and Absolution wer^ 
introduced into the Evening Service. This last revision 
was ordered by the Act of Uniformity, and the only- 
alteration that has taken place since that time has been 
the revision of the Lec*ionar)% 



CHAPTEE IL 
®g«tntialg of public ^rager. 

THE essentials of Public Worship are — first, that it 
must be offered by an appointed Minister; secondly, 
that it should be in a consecrated building y or at least one 
licensed by the Bishop ; thirdly, that it be performed 
in a language understood by ike people^ that they may join 
together in heart and voice in the worship of Almighty 
God. S. Paul says, in his First Epistle to the Corinthians, 

'* Except ye utter words easy to be understood, how shall it be known 
what is spoken ? 

*' Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my under- 
standing, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten tibousand 
words in an unknown tongue." 1 Cor. xiv. 9, 19. 

Argruiuents for set forms.— The use of set forms 
is prescribed by Almighty God in the various forms 
given to the Jews. 

(a) The form of blessing. Numb. vi. 24, 27. 

(6) The form to be used when the ark set forward 
and rested. Numb. x. 35, 36. 

(c) The form of offering the first-fruits. Deut. xxvi. 
1,11, and others. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ sanctioned a set form by 
giving His disciples " The Lord's Prayer,*' and by His 
attendance at the synagogue and the services of the 
Temple. From the earliest times of the Christian 
Church Liturgies were in use ; the most ancient are 
called after the names of S. Mark, S. James, S. Peter, and 
S. John, and if not actually compiled by them they were 
by their earliest successors. There is a special blessing 
promised to united prayer in S. Matt, xviii. 19, 20. 

" If two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they 
BhaU ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in Heaven.^' 

And two people cannot agree unless they have some 
eet form of words, that they may know beforehand what 
they are going to say. 

The great fuivantages of a set form are — first, that the 
whole Church, and not one congregation only, is joining 
together in prayer and praise ; secondly, that the people 
can pray with heart and voice, and not merely listen, 
because they know what is going to be said. 

The threefold order of Ministry.— The order 
of Ministry in the Church, both under the Jewish and 
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Gospel dispensations, has always been threefold. In 
the Jewish Church there were 

1. The High-Priest ; 2. The Priests ; 3. The Levites. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, when He was on earth, set 
forth, as it were by anticipation, the threefold Ministry 
of the Christian Church. 

1. Jesus Christ Himself, the great High Priest. 

2. The Twelve Apostles. 

3. The Seventy Disciples. 

When He sent His Apostles as His Father had sent 
Him, He commissioned them to send others in a never- 
ending succession to the end of the world. S. John 
XX. 21 ; S. Matt. xxviiL 19, 20. After His Ascension 
their very first act was to appoint another Apostle in the 
place of Judas. 

Bishops. — ^When the number of Christians was so 
multiplied that more chief Pastors were required, and 
more especially when their course was nearly finished, 
the Apostles appointed the order of Bishops to be their 
representatives and successors. The office of a Bishop, 
in addition to that of a Priest, is to consecrate other 
Bishops, ordain Priests and Deacons, to confirm, and to 
rule the Church. 

Priests. — Then we read in Acts xiv. 23, that " they 
ordained elders in every Church." The word Priest is 
a contraction of the Greek Presbyter, an Elder. Thus 
Presbyter — Prester — Prest or Priest. The office of a 
Priest is to administer the Sacraments, and to preach the 
Word of God. 

Deacons. — Very soon after the day of Pentecost, 
the Apostles appointed the order of Deacons to assist 
them in their work, and that this order was perjpetuated 
we learn from S. Paul, who in his Epistles sets forth the 
duties of a Deacon, and speaks of them as existing in 
otier churches than in that of Jerusalem, where the first 
seven were ordained. The office of a Deacon is to assist 
the Priest in the services of the Church, and to preach. 
Thus S. Philip baptized. Acts viii. 38, and S. Stephein 
preached. Acts vi. 10. A Deacon may not celebrate 
Holy Communion nor pronounce absolution. 

Thus we have the three orders which have existed 
from the time of the Apostles, and will continue to the 
end of the world, viz., 1. Bishops; 2. Priests; 3. Deacons, 



CHAPTEK III. 
JTfje Cfirfgtian gear. 

THE Christian year is divided into eight Seasons, 
each of which is to remind us in some way of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. It is quite distinct from the 
** World's year," with its four seasons of Spring, Sum- 
mer, Autumn, and Winter, which begins on the first of 
January. 

I. Advent is the first Season of the Church's year. 
It begins on the Sunday nearest to S. Andrew's Day, 
Nov. 30, and continues until Christmas Eve. The 
word Advent means " coming." This holy season speaks 
to us of the two comings of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
first, as our Saviour, when He was born into the world ; 
secondly, as our Judge, when He will come at the Last 
Day. There are four Sundays in Advent. 

Christmas Eve is the Vigil of Christmas Day. 

II. CHRISTMAS DAY, Dec. 25. On this day 
the Church celebrates the Nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, Who became Incarnate, that 
is, was made Flesh, or took our nature' upon Him. This 
Season lasts until the Epiphany. The Festival itself is 
kept up throughout the Octave, that is, for eight days. 
In the Communion Service in the Prayer Book will be 
found a " Proper Preface" for each of the four greatest 
Festivals, — Christmas, Easter, Ascension, and Whitsun 
Day, which is appointed to be said on those days and 
" seven days after." The three days immediately fol- 
lowing Christmas Day are 

Dec. 26. S. Stephen, the first martyr, and one of the first seven 
deacons. He was stoned to death by the Jews. 

Dec. 27. S. John, Apostle and Evangelist, " the disciple whom Jerus 
loved." He wrote the Gospel and Epistles which hear his name, and 
also *' The Revelation.'* 

Dec. 28. Holy Innocents. The memory of the Infants who were 
killed by order of King Herod when he tried to take our Saviour's 
life. 

Jan. 1. The Circmncision of our Blessed Lord 
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took place on the eighth day after His Birth. This was 
the Rite by which tne Jews entered into covenant with 
God, as Christians do by Baptism, 

The Collect, Epistle, and Gospel for this day serve till the Epiphany. 

III. Jan. 6. The Epiplmny, or Manifestation of 
Christ to the Gentiles. The Church commemorates 
the coming of the Magi, or Wise Men from the East, to 
worship the Infant Jesus, and to offer Him gifts. They 
brought Him gold, because He was a King ; frankin- 
cense or incense, because He was GoD ; and myrrh, be- 
cause He was Man, and was to die — myrrh being one of 
the spices used to embalm dead bodies. The word 
Epiphany means " to manifest" or " make known." On 
this day our Blessed Saviour was made known to the 
Gentiles, therefore it is a great day of rejoicing to us 
who are Gentiles. All those who were not Jews were 
called Gentiles. It is generally called " Twelfth Day," 
because it is twelve days after Christmas. This Season 
varies in length, according to when Easter falls. Some- 
times it extends over six Sundays, and at others only one. 

Septuagresima Sunday, so called because it is 
about seventy days before Easter. This Season is a pre- 
paration for Lent, and lasts until Ash Wednesday. The 
two following Sundays are called 

Sexagesima, or sixtieth day before Easter. 
Quinquagesima, or fiftieth day before Easter. 

IV. Lent, of which the first day is Ash Wednes- 
day, the Forty Days' fast, which lasts (Sundays ex- 
cepted) till Easter Eve. Lent is a preparation for Good 
Friday and Easter. It also reminds us of our Blessed 
Lord's Forty Days' fast in the Wilderness before His 
temptation. There are six Sundays in Lent. 

The fourth Sunday is called Refreshment Sunday, probably because 
the Gospel for the Day is the account of the miraculous feeding of tlie 
five thousand. 

Thfi fifth is called Passion Sunday, because we are now drawing near 
to the time of our Lord's Passion. 

Palm Sunda3^ the sixth Sunday in Lent, and the 
first day of Holy Week. On this day we commemorate 
our Blessed Lord's triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
riding upon an ass ; and the multitudes strewed branches, 
«»nd spread garments in the way, crying, " Hosanna to 
Son of David." This is the most solemn week of 
7hole year. 
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Monday in Holy Week. Our Blessed Lord cursed the barren fig- 
tree, and drove out the buyers and sellers from the Temple. 

Tuesday. He taught in the Temple for the last time. 

Wednesday. He was betrayed to the Chief Priests by His own 
Apostle, Judas Iscariot, for thirty pieces of silver. 

Maunday Thursday (or Day of the Command). On the evening of 
this day our Lord and Mju^ter Jesus Christ washed His disciples' feet, 
and then ate with them the Passover; after which He instituted the 
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. On this night He suffered 
tlie most awful agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Qood Friday. The most solemn day of the whole 
year. The day on which Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son 
of God, suflfered the most cruel and shameful death of 
the Cross for us, sinners. He hung upon the Cross, 
His Sacred Hands and Feet pierced with nails, until at 
three o'clock, " He cried with a loud voice, and gave up 
the Ghost/' 

Easter Even. He rested in the grave. 

V. EASTER DAY. On this day, the greatest 
Festival at' the Christian year, our Blessed Lord rose 
from the dead. This Feast continues on Easter Monday 
and Tuesday, and throughout the'week, until the follow- 
ing Sunday, called Low Sunday. The season of Easter 
extends through the " Great Forty Days," till Ascension 
Day, during which time Jesus remained on earth after 
His Resurrection. There are five Sundays after Easter. 
The first of these is called Low Sunday, from its being 
a lesser Easter Day ; the last. Rogation Sunday. 

Tdfe Rotation Days are the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
bi'fore Ascension Day. They are specially set apart for asking God's 
blessing on the fruits of the earth. The word Rogation comes from 
a Latin word, rogdre, to ask or pray. 

VI. Ascension Day, or Holy Thursday. The day 
on which Jesus Christ ascended into Heaven, where 
** He sitteth on the Right Hand of God the Father 
Almighty." Ascension-tide lasts ten days, till 

VII. WHITSUN DAY, or Pentecost, a Feast in 
honour of the descent of the Holy Spirit, the Third 
Person of the Ever- Blessed Trinity, upon the Apostles. 
It was ten days after the Ascension, and fifty after 
Easter. The word Pentecost means "fifty." This 
Festival continues through Whitsun Monday and Tues- 
day, and throughout the week. 
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The Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday in Wliitsun 
week are called 

Ember Days^ which are days set apart for fasting 
and prayer for those who are about to be ordained. 

The four Ember Seasons are the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 
after the first Sunday in Lent, Whitsun Day, Sept 14 and Dec. 13. 
The ordination Sunday is the one following each of these seasons. 

yill. Trinity Sunday. This is the summing up, 
as it were, of all the other Festivals. We have com- 
memorated the love of God the Father in sending His 
Only -Begotten Son ; and of God the Son in becoming 
Incarnate for us ; and of the Father and the Son in 
sending the Holt Spirit, and the love of the Blessed 
Spirit in giving Himself to us. To-day we gather all 
these into one act of worship, and praise and adore the 
Ever- Blessed Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost, Three Persons in One God ; 
we praise for His Great Glory, and give Him thanks for 
our Creation, Redemption, and Sanctification. - 

Other Holy Days.— There are certain other days, 
both Festivals, or days of joy, and Fasts, or days of fasting 
and prayer, appointed by the Church to be observed. 

Sunday is the Christian's Weekly Feast. Since the 
Creation there has always been one day in the week set 
apart for the service of God. Under the old dispensa- 
tion it was Saturday, the seventh day, because on this 
day God rested from His work of Creation. We keep 
Sunday, the first day, because Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
Church on the first day of the week. 

Friday is the Weekly Fast, because on this day our 
Blessed Saviour died on the Cross for us. 

There are also days appointed on which we celebrate 
the memories of God's Saints. The days preceding these 
are called Vigils or Eves. A Table of an these will be 
found in the beginning of the Prayer-Book. 

A Vigil is the Fast clay which comes before a Festival. An Eve is the 
day before a Festival, whether it is a Fast day or not. Every Festival 
has an Eve, but only some have Vigils. If a Festival fall on a Sunday, 
the Vigil is to be kept on Saturday, and Sunday is the Eve. 

The other Holy Days or Saints' Days are as follows : — 
Nov. 30. S. Andrew, Apostle and Martyr. He 
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was brother to S. Peter, and the first called of the twelve 
Apostles. S. John i. 40. He suffered martyrdom by 
being fastened to a cross the shape of an )(, A.D. 70, 
Hence this is called S. Andrew's Cross. 

A martyr is one who bears witness by his death to the faith of Cbrist. 

Deo. 21. S. Thomas, Apostle and Martyr. He 
preached the Gospel in India, where he suffered 
martyrdom by being stoned and thrust through the 
body with a lance, a.d, 44. 

Jan. 25. The Conversion of S. Paul. On 

this day we commemorate the miraculous conversion of 
S. Paul, the account of which is given in Acts ix. 

Feb. 2. The Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. This day is kept in memory and 
honour both of the Presentation of our Lord in the 
Temple, and the Purification of His Mother, the fortieth 
day after His Birth, according to the law of Moses, S. 
Luke ii. 22-35. It was on this occasion that Symeon 
gave utterance to the Canticle called "The Song of 
Symeon,'' which forms part of the Evening Service. 

Feb. 24. S. Matthias, Apostle and Martvr. 
He was the one chosen in the pmce of the traitor Juoas 
Iscariot. Acts i. 26. 

March 25. The Annunciation of the Bless- 
ed Virgfin Mary. On this day the Angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to tell the Blessed Virgin Mary 
that she should be the Mother of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. S. Luke i. 31. 

April 26. S. Mark, Evangelist and Martyr, was 
one of the four Evangelists, but not one of the Apostles. 
He wrote the Gospel which bears his name. He founded 
the Church at Alexandria^ where he suffered martyrdom. 

May 1. SS. Philip and James, Apostles and 
Martyrs. S. Philip was of Bethsaida, S. John i. 43. 
He was stoned to death. 

There were two Apostles called James — James, the son of Zcbedee 
and brother of S. John the Evangelist, who is called S. James the Great ; 
and James, the son of Alplueus, who is commemorated to-day, and 
is called S. James the Liess. 

S. James the Less was the first Bishop of Jerusalem. 
Acts XV. 13, 19. He suffered martyixlom by being first 
thrown from a pinnacle of the Temple and afterwards 
beaten with clubs till he died. 
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June 11. S. Bamabaa, Apostle and Martyr. 
He was one of the Twelve. He was ordained with S. 
Paul at Antioch, by special command of the Holy 
Ghost, as Apostle to the Gentiles. Acts xiii. 2. 

June 24. The Nativity of S. John 
Baptist. On this day we celebrate the birth of the 
Messenger who was sent to prepare the way for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was the son of Zacharias 
and Elisabeth. S. Luke i. 57. 

June 29. S. Peter, Apostle and Martyr. The 
second Apostle called. S. John i. 40. He suffered 
martyrdom a.d. 65 by being crucified with his head 
downwards. 

July 25. S. James the Great, Apostle and Mar- 
tyr, was the brother of S. John the Evangelist. He was 
tne first of the Apostles to suffer martyrdom. Acts xii. 2. 

August 24. S. Bartholomew, Apostle and 
Martyr, was the Nathanael whom S. Philip brought 
to Jesus. S. John i. 46. 

Sept. 21. S. Matthew, Apostle and Martyr, 
called from the receipt of custom. S. Matt. ix. 9. He 
was one of the Twelve, and one of the four Evangelists. 

Sept. 29. S. Michael and All Angrels. 

This is a Feast in honour of the Holy Angels. S. 
Michael is one of the Archangels, and is called ''one 
of the Chief Princes." Dan. x. 13. 

Oct. 18. S. Luke, Evangrelist. He was a 

physician, and accompanied S. Paul on some of his 
journeys. Acts xvi. 10, He wrote one of the Gospels 
and the Acts of the Apostles. 

Oct. 28. SS. Simon and Jude, Apostles 
and Martyrs. S. Simon is called Simon the Canaanite 
in the list of the Apostles, S. Mark iii. 18, and Simon 
Zelotes, S. Luke vi. 15. S. Jude wrote the Epistle 
which bears his name. 

Nov. 1. All Saints' Day is a Festival in honour 
of all the Saints who have ever lived. There are so many 
— men, women and children — ^that the Church cannot 
conmiemorate each one separately, so she appoints one 
day in which she gathers up the whole that none may 
be left out. 



CHAPTER IV. 
Wt&nitionsi of (Stdtmaikal Motto* 

{The Title Page of Prayer Book) 

Common Prayer. A set form common to all, 
and used in Public Worship. 

Church. The word means " Lord's House/' and is 
applied to the whole body of Christians who form the 
livins temple of Christ. 

Administration. Act of administering. 

Rite. The manner of performing a ceremony. 

Ceremony. An external custom appointed by law- 
ful human authority. 

Calendar. A list containing the months and days 
of the year, with the events which mark them. 

Canticle. A hymn or song, generally applied to 
those taken from the Scripture, excepting the rsalms. 

Smber-Day. So called from an ancient custom of 
eating nothing on those days till night, and then only a 
cake Daked under the embers, called ember-bread. 

Eve. The day before a Festival. 

Fast. A day of abstinence from food and pleasures 
appointed by the Church. 

Feast. A day of rejoicing. 

Lectionajry. A book containing the list of the 
portions of the Holy Scriptures appointed to be read 
during Divine Service throughout tne year. 

Lent. The season of Spring. 

Litany. A form of prayer consisting of short 
supplications. 

Lesser Litany. '* Lord, have mercy upon us," etcl 

Bogration. From rogare^ to pray or ask. 

Rubric. The dii'ections as to how the service is to 
be conducted; so called because they used to be printed 
in red letters. 

Saint. A holy person. 

Saints' Days, a he days on which we celebrate the 
death, or some event in the life, of a Saint, 

Versicle. A short verse. a 2 



CHAPTEK V. 
®rt£t of 19ailg Ptagct* 

Order of Service, Mominer. 

1. The Sentences, 

2. Exhortation. 

3. Confession. 

4. Absolution. 

5. The Lord's Prayer. 

6. Versicles and Responses. 

7. TheVenite. 

8. Psalms. 

9. First Lesson. 

10. Te Deum or Benedicite. 

11. Second Lesson. 

12. Benedictus or Jubilate. 

13. Creed. 

14. Versicles and Lord's Prayer. 

15. The three Collects. 

16. Anthem or Hymn. 

17. The Prayers and General Thanksgiving. 

The Evening Service follows the same order as the 
Morning, excepting that the Venite is omitted, and the 
Canticles after the Lessons are different. 

THE SENTENCES. 
These are taken from different parts of Holy Scripture, 
and are to teach us the need of repentance. The Rubric 
directs that the Minister shall read one or more of 
them. 

The Minister is the person who officiates, whether he be Bishop, 
Priest, or Deacon. 

When the wicked man, etc. This is a pro- 
mise to those who repent. To repent is not only to be 
sorry for our sins, but to give them up. 

The next three are from the fifty-first Psalm — 
David's confession and prayer for forgiveness after his 
gi'eat sin. 
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Bend your hearts, etc., is an exhortation to re- 
pentance. To rend or to tear the garments was a sign 
of sorrow. Jacob rent his clothes when he thought 
Joseph was dead ; and David, when he heard that Saul 
was Killed. 

To the Lord, etc., is part of DaniePs confession 
of the sins of the Jews, and prayer for pardon during 
the Babylonian Captivity. 

Repent ye, etc., is the message of S. John Baptist. 

I "mil arise, etc. The resolution of the Prodigal 
Son. 

Enter not, etc. To be justified is to be considered 
good. 

If "we say, etc., teaches us that no man is without 
sin. We all have need of pardon, and to obtain pardon 
we must know our sins, and confess them. 

THE EXHORTATION. 

The Minister exhorts or incites the people to confess 
their sins before they draw near to God m praise and 
prayer. 

Brethren, because God is our Father, and we are 
all His children by adoption, whether old or young, 
rich or poor. 

Sundry, several or various. 

Manifold, many in number or kind. 

To dissemble or cloke is to hide under a false 
appearance. 

The same refers to our " sins and \sdckedness." 

Infinite, without limits. 

So to do refers to ** humblv to acknowledge our sins." 

The four reasons for which we " assemble and meet 
together" in public worship are stated to be 

1. To render thanks for all the benefits or good 
gifts we receive from God. We do this specially in 
the " General Thanksgiving." The difference between 
.thanking and praising God is that we thank Him for 
what He doe«, but we praise Him for what He i«. 

2. To praise Qod. We praise Him in the Psalms, 
Canticles, Hymns, and Doxologies. 

3. To hear His most Holy TVord. The Les- 
sons and Sermons. 

4. To ask. In the Pravers and Litanv. 
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THE CONFESSION. 

This is called a General Confessios because it is said 
by all present, and because in it we confess our sins in 
general terms, and not each mentioning our own parti- 
cular sins. 

We address God as our Father, therefore we ask par- 
don as children. 

As Almigrhty. Able to do all things. All-power- 
ful, therefore we should fear to offend Him. 

Most xnercif\il. Therefore if we have sinned, we 
must not be afraid to come and confess our sins. 

To err or stray. To wander. 

Devices and desires. Our inclinations. 

Thy holy laws. The Ten Commandments. Every 
wrong thing we do, say or think, is breaking one or 
other of the commandments. 

"We have left uodone. Sins of omission, such 
as not saying our prayers, staying away from Church, 
neglecting to do a kindness to another. 

We have done. Sins of commission, such as 
idleness, irreverence in Church, deceit, untruthfulness, 
selfishness, disobedience, etc. 

No health in us. This refers to our souls. As 
our bodies are unhealthjr when we are ill, so are our 
souls when we do what is wrong, for sin is the sickness 
of the soul. 

But thou, O Lord, etc. Having confessed our 
sins, we ask God to have mercy upon us, to spare us the 
punishment of sin, and to restore or bring us back to 
Him, and we ask Him to do all this that we may amend 
our lives ; not, when He has forgiven us, go away and 
sin again. 

That "we may live a grodly. Fulfilling our 
duty towards God. 

Kigrhteous. Fulfilling our duties towards our 
neighbour. 

And sober life. Towards ourselves, keeping our 
bodies in temperance, soberness, and chastity. 

To the glory of Thy Holy Najne. And not 
to do all this that we may think weU of ourselves, or 
appear good before other people, but to praise and glorify 
GfoD. 
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THE ABSOLUTION. 

The word Minister is here changed for Priest, because 
none but a Priest (a Bishop is a Priest as well as a 
Bishop) can pronounce Absolution. He stands, because 
he pronounces it with authority. 

To absolve is to free from, and so to forgive. To re- 
mit is to put away. 

The Sentences have told how ready God is to forgive, 
and now the Priest, as God's representative, declares His 
forgiveness to those who fulfil the two conditions required, 
viz., Repentance and Faith. " He pardoneth all . . . 
repent and . . . believe . . . Gospel." 
" There are three forms of Absolution in our Prayer Book. 

1. Declaratory, that in the Morning and Evening 
Services. 

2. Precatory, that in the Communion Service. 

3. Authoritative, that in the oflBce for Visitation of the 
Sick. 

Almighty God. Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we speak of God in the Absolution as the 
Father of our Lord Jesus, because it is through His 
merits alone that we obtain pardon and mercy. 

Death of a sinner. Spiritual death or death of 
the soul. 

To pronounce. To speak with authority. 

Unfei^nedly. Really, sincerely, without feigning 
or pretending. 

Sternal. That which has neither beginning nor 
ending. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Audible voice. One that may be heard. 

The Lord's Prayer is here said with the Doxology, 
" For Thine is the Kingdom," etc., because it is used as 
an act of Praise. When it is preceded by the Lesser 
Litany and followed by Prayer the Doxology is omitted. 

THE VERSICLES. 
The two Versicles and Responses that follow are 
taken from the Fifty-first and Seventieth Psalms. 

Glory be to the Father, etc., is a Doxology. 
It is sometimes called the Lesser Creed, because though 
• chiefly an act of Praise, it is also a Profession of Faith 
in the Blessed Trinity. 
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Praise ye the Lord is the same as Hallelujah. 
There was no Response in the ancient Services. It 
was added in the last Revision in 1662. 

THE CANTICLES.! 

1. THE VENITB. 

The ancient name for this Psalm is the Invitatory, or 
invitation to worship God. It used to be said whilst 
the people were coming into Church. It is omitted on 
Easter Day, when another Anthem is appointed, which 
is taken from the Epistles, praising Christ in His 
glorious Resurrection. It will be found in the Prayer 
Book just before the Collect for Easter Day. 

On the Nineteenth Day of the Month, the Venite 
occurs in the ordinary course of the Psalms. 

Venite, exultemus Deo is the Latin for "0 
come, let us sing unto the Lord.'' 

In the 1st and 2nd Verses we praise God as 
our Saviour. 

Verses 3 and 4 as our King. 

Verses 5 and 6 as our Creator. 

Verse 7 as the Good Shepherd. 

Verges 8 and 0. The Israelites provoked God to 
wrath when they murmured against Him and wished 
themselves back in Egypt, and are a warning to us. 

"And at Taberah, and at Massah, and at Kibroth-hattaavali, ye pro- 
voked the Lord to wrath." IHuteronomy ix. 22. 

"And they tempted God in their hearts, when they required meat for 
their lusts." Fsalm Ixxviii. 19. 

Verses 10 and 11. He punished them for their 

rebellion by sendiug them back into the wilderness for 

forty years. None of those who were over twenty years 

of age when they left Egypt were allowed to enter the 

promised land excepting Joshua and Caleb. 

The Gloria Patri is to be repeated at the end of every Canticle and 
Psalm excepting " Te Deum." The reason for this is that the Jewish 
Psalms may become Christian Hymns. 

2. THE TE DEUM. 

(To be used after the First Lesson of Morning Prayer.) 

Te Deum Laudamus is the Latin for " We praise 
Thee, God." 

The tirst thirteen verses of this Hymn are an act 
of Praise to the Ever-Blessed Trinity — the Church 
Militant (or fighting) on earth uniting with the Church 

1 These are all placed together for conveniencp. 
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triumphant in Heaven, the Angels, the Apostles, Pro- 
phets, and Martyrs, in the worship of Almighty God. 

To Thee Oherubiin, etc. The Cherubim and 
Seraphim are two of the nine orders of Angels. 

"Above it stood the Seraphim. . . . And one cried to another, and 
■aid. Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts ; the whole earth is (UU 
of His Glory." laaiah vi. 2, 8. 

Sabaoth. The same as hosts or armies. 

Verses 7, 8, 0. The Apostles, the founders of 
the Chutch ; the Prophets, who foretold His coming ; 
the Martyrs, all those who have died for the faith of 
Christ ; these now live for ever, praising God. 

Verse 10. This teaches us 

1. There is only one Church. 

2. That she is Catholic or Universal. 

3. That she is Holy. She is Holy because Christ 
her Head is Holy ; and her members are Holy because 
they are the temples of the Holy Ghost. 

'* Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? What ! 
I Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is 
I in you t" 1 Cori /if feian« vi. 15, 19. 

Verses 11, 12, 13, express the faith of the Holy 
Catholic Church in the Three Persons of the Blessed 
Trinity — 

The Father. 

The Only-Begotten Son. 

The Holy Ghost. 

The latter part of this Hymn, from verse 14, 

Thou art the Kingr of Glory, etc., is addressed 
to Christ in His Incarnation. 

The Incarnation means tlie taking of our flesh ; being made man. 

Verses 15 and 16. We praise Jesub Christ in 
His two Natures, and in the two following verses for 
His Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension. 

Thou art the Everlastinfir Son of the 
Father. His Divine Nature, or the Nature of God, 
w hich He had from all Eternity. 

When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver 
man, Thou didst not abhor the Virgin's 
womb, refers to His human nature, or the nature 
of man, which He took upon Him when He came into 
the world. 

* To abhor means to shrink from or to hate. 

When Thou hadst overcome the sharp 
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Praise ye the Lord is the same as Hallelujali. 
There was no Kespoiise in the ancient Services. It 
was added in the last Ke vision in 1662. 

THE CANTICLES.^ 

1. THE VENITE. 

The ancient name for this Psalm is the Invitatory, or 
invitation to worship God. It used to be said wnilst 
the people were commg into Church. It is omitted on 
Easter bay, when another Anthem is appointed, which 
is taken from the Epistles, praising Christ in His 
glorious Resurrection. It will be found in the Prayer 
Book just before the Collect for Easter Day. 

On the Nineteenth Day of the Month, the Venite 
occurs in the ordinary course of the Psalms. 

Venite, exultemus Deo is the Latin for "0 
come, let us sing unto the Lord.'' 

In the 1st and 2nd Verses we praise God as 
our Saviour. 

Verses 3 and 4 as our King. 

Verses 5 and 6 as our Creator. 

Verse 7 as the Good Shepherd. 

Verges 8 and 0. The Israelites provoked God to 
wrath when they murmured against Him and wished 
themselves back in Egypt, and are a warning to us. 

*'And at Taberah, and at Massah, and at Kibroth-hattaavah, ye pro- 
voked the Lord to wrath." l^euteronomy ix. 22. 

"And they tempted God in their hearts, when they required meat for 
their lusts." Psalm Ixxviii. 19. 

Verses 10 and 11. He punished them for their 

rebellion by sending them back into the wilderness for 

forty years. None of those who were over twenty years 

of age when they left Egypt were allowed to enter the 

promised land excepting Joshua and Caleb. 

The Gloria Patri is to be repeated at the end of every Canticle and 
Pwvlra excepting " Te Deum." The reason for this is that the Jewish 
Psalms may become Christian Hymns. 

2. THE TE DEUM. 

(To he used after the First Lesson of Morning Prayer.) 

Te Deum Laudamus is the Latin for " We praise 
Thee, God." 

The tirst thirteen verses of this Hymn are an act 
of Praise to the Ever-Blessed Trinity — the Church 
Militant (or fighting) on earth uniting with the Church , 

1 These are all i)laccd together for conveiiienco. 
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neBS of death. Jesus overcame the sharpness of 
death when He rose from the grave. " The sharpness 
of death" alluded to His awful sufferings on the Cross 
and in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

To overcome is to conquer or subdue. 

Thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven 
to all behevers. Thou sittest at the Bigrht 
Hand of GKdd, etc. He opened the Kingdom of 
Heaven to us when he ascended, in our nature, to the 
Throne of God, where He now sitteth in Glory. 

We beheve that Thou shalt come to be 
our Judge. Here we profess our faith in His Second 
Coming at the Last Day. 

The remaining verses are a prayer to Jesus to help 
us to prepare for that awful Day. 

Verse 20. To redeem is to "buy back.'' God 
made man very good. When he fell away through dis- 
obedience he sold himself to the bondage of Satan. 
Jesus bought us back by shedding His Precious Blood 
on the Cross. 

Ver. 24. To magnify God is to make Him 
appear great in the eyes of others. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego magnified Him when they refused to 
worship the image King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
They were cast into a fiery furnace, but God took care of 
them, because they had obeyed Him, so that not even 
one hair of their neads was singed, though the heat of 
the fire was so great that it killed the men who cast 
them in. When the King ^aw that God had preserved 
them, he blessed Him and acknowledged His greatness, 
and forbade that any other god than the One True God 
should be worshipped throughout his dominions. 

So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, by their obe- 
dience to God, made Him appear great in the eyes of 
the King. 

Ver. 28. To lighten. To come down upon. 

3. THE BENEDICITE. 

This was the Song of the Three Holy Children, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, as they walked in 
the midst of the fiery furnace. 

In this Hymn all Creation is called upon to praise and 
magnify God. 

It is used instead of the T^ Deum from Septuagesdma 
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till Easter, chiefly because it is the Spring-time of the 
year, when the trees, fruits, and flowers are budding and 
coming into bloom. 

4. THE BENEDICTUS. 

(ro 6e wacd aS^tr the Second Lesson of Morning Prayer.) 

This was the Song of Zacharias the High- Priest, the 
father of S. John Baptist. Because he had disbelieved 
■when the Angel told nim he should have a son, he was 
struck dumb until after the birth of the child. When 
S. John was to be circumcised, his relations wished him 
to be called Zacharias after his father. His mother 
refused to consent, so they made signs to Zacharias how 
he would have him called. He wrote " His name is John,'* 
as the Angel had told him. Immediately his tongue 
was loosed, and his first act was to praise God. 

The Benedictus is a thanksgiving for the Incarnation. 

Ver. 2. Visited means come to see. 

Ver. 3. David. Jesus Christ came of the house 
or family of David. S. Luke ii. 4. 

Ver. 4. A Prophet is one who foretells future 
events. 

Ver. 5. Forefathers. The first promise of a 
B<edeemer was made immediately after Adam's Fall. 
God told the serpent that the seed of the woman should 
bruise his head. Gen. iii. 15. 

A Covenant is an agreement made between two or 
more people. 

God's side of His Covenant with Abraham was the 
promise that Christ should be of his seed. Abraham's 
side was that every male chilcL should be circumcised, 
" In thee shall all fhe families of the earth be blessed." Genesis xlL S. 

Ver. 0.. And thou, ohild, etc., refers to S. 
John the Baptist. He was the Messenger sent to pre- 
pare the way for Christ. 

Ver. 10. To crive knowledge of salvation, 
etc. " John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach 
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins." S. 
Mark i. 4. 

Ver. 11. The Dayspringr ttoin on higrh hath 
visited us. Jesus Chnst, the Sun of Righteousness, 
is the Day-spring from on high, i.e. coming in the full 
light at once, and not partial as the sun, which rises and 
sets again. Dayspring means the "break of day," 
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** But nnto you that fear My Name shall the Sun of Righteousness 
arise with healing in His Wings." Malachi iv. 2. 

Ver. 12. To grive light to them that sit in 
darkness. 

" In Him (the Word) was Life ; and the Life was the Light of men. 
*' That was the True Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world." S. John i. 4, 9. 

To gruide our feet into the way of peace. 
Jesus said 
** My peace 1 leave with yon. My peace I give nnto yon. " S. John xiv. 27. 

The Benedictus is omitted here when it occurs in the 
Second Morning Lesson, and on S. John Baptist's Day, 
when it is read m the Gospel for the Day, for which day 
accordingly another Psalm is provided, 

6. THE HUNDREDTH PSALM. 

Jubilate Deo is the Latin for "O be joyful in 
God." This is a song of joy and thanksgiving to God, 
as our Creator and Good Shepherd. 

6. THE MAGNIFICAT. 
{To be used after the First Lesson cf Evening Prayer.) 

This was the Song of the Blessed Virgin Mary when 
she heard the Salutation of her cousin Elisabeth. 

** Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost : and she spake ont with 
a loud voice, and said. Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is 
the fniii of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the Mother of 
my Lord should come to me? " S. Luke i. 42, 43. 

There is a great similarity between the Magnificat and 
the Song of Hannah, 1 Sam. iL 

Ver. 2. Hand-maiden. Servant. 

Ver. 3. All generations call me blessed. The 
Prayer Book teaches us to speak of her as " blessed." 
The Rubric calls Magnificat " the Song of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary." And in the Table of Festivals, her Fes- 
tivals are mentioned as — 

The Purification of the Blessed Virgin, 

The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin. 

Ver. 9. Holpen. Helped. 

7. THE NINETY-EIGHTH PSALM. 

{For occasional use in place of the Magnificat.) 

Gantate Domino. O sing unto the Lord. 
This Psalm was placed amongst the Canticles in the 
Second Prayer Book of King Edward. 
Ver. 10, Equity. Justice. 
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8. NUNC DIMITTIS. 
(ro &e waed afi&r tJie Second Lesson of Evening Prayer.) 

This song was tittered by Symeon in the Temple when 
he took the Holy Child Jesus in his arms. 

Ver. 1. To depart in peace. To die. 

According' to Thy Word. It had been revealed 
to him that he should not see death till he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. The word Christ means Anointed. 

Thy salvation. Christ is the Salvation of God. 

Ver. 4. A li^rht to lighten the Gentiles. 
Under the old dispensation only the Jews were God's 
chosen people. Jesus came into the world to draw all 
men unto Him, whether they be Jews or Gentiles. 

" I will also give Tliee for a Light to the Oentilea, that thou mayest 
be my Salvation unto the end of the earth." Isaiah zlix. 6. 

9. THE SIXTY-SEVENTH PSALM. 
(For occasional use in place qfNunc Dimittis.) 

This Psalm originally formed part of the Daily Lauds, 
one of the Ancient Morning Offices, from which our 
services ate taken. 

THE PSALTER. 

The Psalter, or Book of Psalms, is so divided that it 
may be gone through every month. If there are thirty- 
one days, the Psalms appointed for the thirtieth are to 
be repeated. The version in our Prayer-Book is taken 
from the "Great Bible" translated by Archbishop Cran- 
mer in the reign of Henry the Eighth. 

The Psalms are full of prophecies of Christ and His 
Church ; and it is chiefly with reference to this, their 
evangelical meaning, that they are used in Divine ser- 
vice. Our Blessed Lord Himself tells us that there 
are things written in the Psalms concerning Him. S. 
Luke xxiv. 44. 

His dying words upon the Cross were uttered in the 

language of the Psalms. 

Father, into Thy Hands I com- Into Thy Hands I commend My 
mend My Spirit. S. John xiv. Spirit. P*. xxxi. 6. 

Let us take some parts of the Twenty-second Psalm 
and see how wonderfully they were fulfilled. This is 
specially the Psalm of the Passion. 

My God, My God, why hast Thou Jesus cried with a loud voice . . . 
forsaken Me ? Ps. xxii. 1. My God, My God, why hast Thou 

forsaken Me? S. Matt, xxvii. 46. 
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All ihey that see Me langh Me to And they that passed by reviled 
scorn: they shoot out their lips Him, wagging their heads, and 
and shake their heads, saying. He sajring, Thou that destroyest the 
trusted in God that He would, de- temple, and buildest it in three 
liver Him : let Him deliver Him if days, save Thyself. If Thou be the 
He will have Him. Ver. 6, 7, 8. Son of God, come down ftom the 

Cross. Likewise also the chief 
prieste mocking Him, with the 
scribes and elders, said. He saved 
others : Himself He cannot save. 
If He be the King of Israel, let 
Him now come down from the 
Cross, and we will believe Him. 
He trusted in God ; let Him de- 
liver Him if He will have Him. S. 
Matt, xxvii. 39-43. 

They pierced My Hands and My Then the soldiers, when they had 
feet ; I may tell all My bones ; crucified Jesus, took His garments 
they stand staring and looking and made four parts, to every sol- 
upon Me. They part My garments dier a part ; and also His coat : now 
among them and cast lots upon My th e coat was without a seam, woven 
vesture. Ver. 17, 18. from the top throughout. They 

said therefore among themselves, 
Let us not rend it, but cast lots 
for it, whose it shall be ; that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled, which 
saith. They parted My raiment 
among them, and for My vesture 
they did cast lots. S. Johnxix. 23,24. 

We could go through many of the Psalms in this way 
with a Keference Bible. We have not room in this little 
book for more illustrations. 

There are Proper Psalms appointed for certain days. 
These days are six in number, and are as follows : — 

1. CHRISTMAS DAT. Ps. 19, 45, 85, M. ; 89, 110, 132, E. 

Pstalms. In these Psalms we praise Christ in His Incarnation. 
He, the Sun of Righteousness, came forth as a Bridegroom out of His 
chamber fPs. 19) when He was bom into the world. " Mercy and 
.Truth met together, Righteousness and Peace kissed each other " (Ps. 
85) when Gud and Man were made one, and -pesuce and goodwill towards 
men were proclaimed on earth. 

When God brought the First-Begotten into the world. He saith to 
Him, "Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever " (compare Ps. 45 with 
the Epistle for the Day). 

The 89th and 132nd Psalms contain the promises made to David, that 
the Messiah should be bom of his family, which promises were on this 
day fulfllied. 

The 110th speaks of His ofiSccs as a King and Priest*, and of His 
triumph tiirough sufferings. 

The same teaching is seen in the other portions of Holy Scripture 
used on this day. 

Lessons. The 1st Morning Lesson is the prophecy of His coming 
in His two Natures. " Unto us a Child (Man) is bom ; unto us a Son 
(God) is given, " i The 2nd Lesson is the account of the fulfilment of the 
prophecy in His birth. The 1st Evening Lesson prophesies of His 

1 God gave His Only-Begotten Son. 
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miraculous birth, and the 2nd speaks to us of His love iu coming as 
our Saviour. 

GospeL The Gospel for the Day proclaims to us that the little In- 
fant lying in tlie manger at Bethlehem is the Eternal God, Who made 
all things. 

2. ASH WEDNESDAY. M. 6, 82, 38 ; E. 102, 130, 143. 
Psalms. The seven Penitential Psalms are appointed for this day, 
six of them occur in the Morning and Evening Services, and one, the 
Slst, in the Commination Service, which is specially appointed to be 
used on Ash- Wednesday. The Psalms, Lessons, Epistle, and Gospel for 
to-day set before us the duties of repentance and fasting. 

3. GOOD FRIDAY. M. 22, 40, 64 ; E. 6», 88. 

PsaXms. These are specially the Psalms of the Passion. On this 
day what is spoken in them was wonderfully fulfilled, as we haye seen 
above in Ps. 22. 

Ps. 40 refers to the perfect conformity of Jesus to the will of His 
Father. 

Lo, I come, in the volume of Tliy Not as I will, but as Thou wilt, 
book it is written of Me, that I S. Matt. xxvi. 39. 
should fulfil Thy will, O my God. 
Ps. xl. 10. 

They gave Me gall to eat ; and They gave Him vinegar to drink 
when I was thirsty they gave Me mingled witii gall. .S. Matt. xxviL 
vinegar to drink. Ps. Ixix. 21. 34. 

" Strangers had indeed risen up against Him, and tyrants which had 
not God before tiieir eyes sought after His soul (Ps. liv.), when He was 
delivered up to His enemies by the heathen governor Pontius Pilate, 
and crucified by the heathen soldiers." 

Lessons. The 1st Morning Lesson is the account of the offering 
up of Isaac; which was a type of our Blessed Saviour's sacrifice on the 
Cross ; and that in tlie Evening is the prophecy of His sufl'erings and 
humiliations (Isaiah liii.), the fulfilment of which is put before us in 
the Gospel and 2nd Morning Lesson. The 2nd Evening Lesson (1 Peter 
ii.) sets Christ before us as our Great Example. 

4. EASTER DAY. M. 2, 67, 111 ; E. 113, 114, 118. 

Psalms. In these, the Psalms of the Resurrection, wc praise 
Christ iu His glorious triumi>h over His enemies. The kings and rulers 
of the earth had indeed taken counsel together against the Lord and 
His Anointed (Ps. ii.), when they had put Him to death ; and He 
had laughed them to scorn, and had them in derision when He rose 
again triumphant on the third day. 

Christ, by His Resurrection, triumphed over the powers of darkness, 
and they had indeed difrged a pit before Him and fallen into the midst 
of it themselves (Ps. Ivii.) when He through death destroyed him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil (Heb. ii. 14). 

The 111th and 113th Psalms are acts of praise and thanksgiving for 
our Redemption. 

The 114th reminds us that, as God delivered the Israelites f^om their 
slavery in Egypt, so by His Death and Resurrectiou We are freed from 
the bondage of Satan. 

The llStii is a song of triumph for victory. '' The same stone which 
the builders refused is become the Head Stone of the corner" (v. 22). 
Jesus Chiist is tiie Stone which was set at nought by the builders 
(Acts iv.). 

IiessoilS. In the Old Testament lessons we have an account of the 
Institution of the Feast of the Passover. The Passover and passage of 
the Red Sea were types of tlie Death and Resurrection. Those in the 
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THE CONFESSION. 

This is called a General Confession because it is said 
by all present, and because in it we confess our sins in 
general terms, and not each mentioning our own parti- 
cular sins. 

We address God as our Father, therefore we ask par- 
don as children. 

As Almighty. Able to do all things. All-power- 
ful, therefore we should fear to offend Him. 

Most merciful. Therefore if we have sinned, we 
must not be afraid to come and confess our sins. 

To err or stray. To wander. 

Devices and desires. Our inclinations. 

Thy holy laws. The Ten Commandments. Every 
wrong thing we do, say or think, is breaking one or 
ot her of the commandments. 

We have left undone. Sins of omission, such 
as not saying our prayers, staying away from Church, 
neglecting to do a kindness to another. 

"W'e have done. Sins of commission, such as 
idleness, irreverence in Church, deceit, untruthfulness, 
selfishness, disobedience, etc. 

No health in us. This refers to our souls. As 
our bodies are unhealthjr when we are ill, so are our 
souls when we do what is wrong, for sin is the sickness 
of the soul. 

But thou, O Lord, etc. Having confessed our 
sins, we ask God to have mercy upon us, to spare us the 
punishment of sin, and to restore or bring us back to 
Him, and we ask Him to do all this that we may amend 
our lives ; not, when He has forgiven us, go away and 
sin again. 

That we may live a godly. Fulfilling our 
duty towards God. 

Kigfhteous. Fulfilling our duties towards our 
neighbour. 

And sober life. Towards ourselves, keeping our 
bodies in temperance, soberness, and chastity. 

To the glory of Thy Holy Name. And not 
to do all this that we may think well of ourselves, or 
appear good before other people, but to praise and glorify 
GfoD. 
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THE ABSOLUTION. 

The word Minister is here changed for Priest, because 
none but a Priest (a Bishop is a Priest as well as a 
Bishop) can pronounce Absolution- He stands, because 
he pronounces it with authority. 

To absolve is to free from, and so to forgive. To re- 
mit is to put away. 

The Sentences have told how ready God is to forgive, 
and now the Priest, as God's representative, declares His 
forgiveness to those who fulfil the two conditions required, 
viz., Repentance and Faith. " He pardoneth all . . . 
repent and . . . believe . . . Gospel.'' 
" There are three forms of Absolution in our Prayer Book. 

1. Declaratory, that in the Morning and Evening 
Services. 

2. Precatory, that in the Communion Service. 

3. Authoritative, that in the office for Visitation of the 
Sick. 

Almighty Gk)D, Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we speak of God in the Absolution as the 
Father of our Lord Jesus, because it is through His 
merits alone that we obtain pardon and mercy. 

Death of a sinner. Spiritual death or death of 
the soul. 

To pronounce. To speak with authority. 

Unfeignedly. Really, sincerely, without feigning 
or pretending. 

EStemaL That which has neither beginning nor 
ending. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Audible voice. One that may be heard. 

The Lord's Prayer is here said with the Doxology, 
" For Thine is the Kingdom," etc., because it is used as 
an act of Praise. When it is preceded by the Lesser 
Litany and followed by Prayer the Doxology is omitted. 

THE VERSICLES. 

The two Versicles and Responses that follow are 
taken from the Fifty-first and Seventieth Psalms. 

Glory be to the Father, etc., is a Doxology. 
It is sometimes called the Lesser Creed, because though 
chiefly an act of Praise, it is also a Profession of Faith 
in the Blessed Trinity. 
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was anointed to be prophet in Elijah's stead. Aaron 
and his sons were anointed that they might minister in 
the priest's office (Exodus xl. 13-16). Saul.was anointed 
to be king over Israel. Christ was anointed, not with 
oil, but with the Holt Ghost (Acts x. 38). He alone 
filled all three offices at the same time. David was a 
king and a prophet ; Melchizedec a king and a priest ; 
but in Christ only all three were combined. The office 
of a prophet was to foretell future events and to teach ; 
that of a priest to offer up sacrifice, and to bless the 
people ; that of a king to rule. 

(Jhrist, our great High Priest, ofl^ered up the one true 
siicrifice, Himself, upon the Altar of the Cross. 

As our Prophet, He teaches us by His Holy Word, 
His Example, Hid Ministers. 

As our King, He reigns in glory, and rules over us. 

He descended. To descend is to go down. 

Into Hell. Hades or Paradise, the place of de- 
parted spirits. Our Lord's promise to the penitent 
thief, " To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." S. 
Luke xxiii. 43. 

He ascended. To ascend is to go up. 

To judj^e the quick and the dead. The quick 
are the living. 

The Holy Catholic Church. Catholic, universal. 

Communion of Saints. Communion, oneness, 
fellowship. Heb. xii. 23. 

Resurrection of the body. Our bodies will 



nse again. 



The Creed op S. Athanasius. 
This is a fuller exposition of the truths contained in 
the Apostles' Creed. This was rendered necessary be- 
cause heresies had arisen denying that the Three Persons 
of the Blessed Trinity were Co-equal. This Creed sets 
before us very fully the three great Mysteries of our 
Faith, and is to be used on certain Festivals. 

1. The Blessed Trinity, ver. 1-29. 

2. The Incarnation, ver. 29-40. 

«3. E ternal reward and punishment, ver. 40-42. 
Whosoever will, will means here wishes. 
Trinity in Unity. Three Persons in one God. 
Confoundingr. Mixing up or confusing. 
^o-etemal. Co means with or together. 
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Uncreate- Not made by any one. 

Incomprehensible. Cannot be contained in space. 

Eternal. Without beginning or ending. 

Verity. Truth. 

Aforesaid. Named before. 

At whose comingr. Refers to Jesus Christ's 
Second Coming. 

And they that have done good shall go 
into life everlasting, and they that have done 
evil into everlasting fire. Oar Blessed Lord 
Himself said, " He that belie veth and is baptized shall 
be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned.'' 
S. Mark xvi. 16. 

Also, ** He that believeth on Him (the Son of God) 
is not condemned ; but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already." 

Again, in His description of the Last Judgment, He 
ends by saying, " And these (those on the left hand) 
shall go away into everlasting pimishment ; but the 
righteous into life eternal.'' S. Matt. xxv. 46. 

NICENE CREED. 

There is another profession of faith called the Nicene Creed, which 
occurs in the Office for the Celebration of Holy Communion. It wa» 
drawn up at the Council of Nicsea, a.d. 326, >is far as the clause, " I 
believe in the Holy Ghost." The rest was added by the Council of 
Constantinople, a.d. 381. The first of these Councils was convened to 
refute the heresy of Arius, who denied that the Son was consubstantial 
with the Father ; the second, to refute the heresy of Maccdonius, who 
denied the Divinity of God the Holy Ghost. 

THE VERSICLES. 

The LfOBD be with you, and its response, are a 
very ancient form of salutation. We find it in very 
nearly the same words in Ruth ii., and again in Ps. 
cxxix. 8 (Bible version). 

The Lesser Litany. Lord, have mercy upon us, etc. 

The LORD'S Prayer, without the Doxology, be- 
cause coming before prayer. 

The Versioles are a summary of the prayers that 
follow. They are chiefly taken from the Psalms. 

O Lord, shew, etc. Shew us Thy mercy, Lord. 

And grra>nt us, etc. And grant us Thy salva- 
tion. Ps. Ixxxv. 7. 

Endue Thy ministers, etc. Let Thy priests be 
clothed with righteousness. 
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And maJce Tty chosen, etc. And let Thy 
Baints sing with joyfulness. Ps. cxxxii. 9. 

O Lord, save, etc. save Thy people. 

And bless Thine, etc. And give Thy blessing 
URto Thine inheritance. Ps. xxviii. 10. 

O God make clean, etc. Make me a clean heart, 
OQoD. 

And take not, etc. And renew a right spirit 
within me. Ps. li. 10. 

THE THREE COLLECTS. 

The First of the Day, which changes every Sunday 
and Holy Day. 

The Second for Peace, both Morning and Evening. 

The Third, in the Morning, for Grace to live well 
during the day ; and in the Evening, for Aid against 
perils in the coming night. We ask all these blessings 
through Jesus Christ ; through His might, that we may 
overcome our enemies ; through His merits, that we may 
be preserved from them. 

The Collect for the Day is a prayer, summing up 
the teaching of the Gospel and Epistle and first Sunclay 
Lesson. 

A Collect is divided into three parts — 

1. The Address; 2. The Petition; 3. The Conclusion. 

Let us take as an example the CoUect for Peace in 
the Morning Service. 

"We address God as the "Author of Peace and the 
Lover of Concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our 
eternal life. Whose service is perfect freedom.*' 

"We petition or ask Him to "defend us in all 
assaults of our enemies ; that we surely, trusting in His 
defence, may not fear the power of any adversary." 

We conclude through the might of Jesus Christ. 

Let us take the First Sunday in Advent as another 
example — 

"Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away 
the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which Thy 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility ; 
that in the Last Day, when He shall come again in His 
glorious Majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the lile immortal, through Him," etc. 



Order of Daily Prayer 3 1 

In the first part of this Collect we pray for grace to 
fulfil the injunction S. Paul gives us in the Epistle for 
the Day. The first Morning Lesson (Isaiah i.) denounces 
God's judgment against those works of darkness, and 
promises grace to tnose who will cast them away. 

The first Evening Lesson is a prophecy of His Second 
Coming in power and great glory as our King and Judge 
(Isaiah ii.), of which the Gospel gives the type — His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

THE CONCLUDING PRAYERS. 

FOR THE QUEEN. S. Paul bids us pray for Kings 
and all who are in authority (1 Tim. ii. 1). 

We ask God to behold our most gracious Sovereign 
with His favour — to look graciously or kindly upon her. 

To replenish is not only to fill, but to keep 
supplying. 

incline to Thy Will, to bend or lean. 

Sndue. Supply with, clothe. 

Plenteously. Abundantly, plentifully. 

Heavenly grifts. Virtues, such as love, joy, 
peace, etc. 

Health. Strength of body. 

Wealth does not here mean riches, but health of 
mind or happiness. 

Vanquish aijd Overcome. To subdue. Two 
words with the same meaning are sometimes used to 
give more force to the expression ; or, in this case, they 
m^ refer to her temporal and spiritual enemies. 

Felicity. Happiness. 

In the prayer for the Royal Family we ask for 
spiritual gifts in this life and eternal reward in the 
lue to come. 

PRAYER FOR CLERGY. In this prayer both for the 
clergy and people we address God as the Fountain of 
all Goodness. This means that He is the Source of all 
goodness ; that every good gift comes from Him. 

McuTvels. Wonders. 

Curates. Those who have the cure of souls — all 
Clergy. 

Advocate. An advocate is one who pleads a 
cause. Jesus Christ is ever interceding for us : plead- 
ing His precious merits before God the Father. 
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"If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Falser, Jesus Christ 
the Righteous." 1 S. John ii. 1. 

"Wherefore He is able to save them to the uttermost who come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.'* 
Hebrews viL 26. 

Mediator. One who comes between. Jesus Christ 
comes between God and man, and unites them in His 
own Person — Himself being Perfect God and Perfect Man. 

"One Mediator between Qod and man, the Man Christ Jesus." 
1 Timothy il. 6. 

THE PRAYER FOR ALL CONDITIONS OF MEN. 

This prayer is a summary of the intercessions already 
made in the Litany. We have prayed for the Queen, 
the Royal Family, the Bishops and Clergy, and the 
people committed to their charge, and now in this Col- 
lect we pray 

First For all mankind, in whatever state of life, that 
all the heathen and the ignorant may be brought to the 
knowledge of God. 

Secondly, For the holy Catholic Church, that all her 
members may live up to their profession as Christians, 
and hold the Faith once delivered to the Saints, as con- 
tained in the Creeds. 

Thirdly. For all those who are afflicted in mind by 
sorrows ; in body by sickness ; in estate by poverty, 
etc., that they may bear them patiently, and in God's 
time be delivered from them. 

Several necessities. Different or various needs. 

A GENERAL THANKSGIVING. 

The address in this thanksgiving is the same as that 
in the General Confession. 

Almighty Gk>d, Father of all mercies, or 
most merciful Father, we thank Him for His Goodness 
and Lovingkindness. The first seems to refer to tem- 
poral, the latter to spiritual mercies. 

We bless Him for our creation. That He 
has made us, given us life. 

Preservation. That He takes care of us. 

All the blessings of this life. Temporal 
gifts ; such as food, clothing, health. 

Inestimable. Beyond value. 

Above all we thank Him for our spiritual gifts, our 
redemption by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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For the means of grrace. The Sacraments, 
Holy Scripture, Prayer. 

Tne hope of glory. Our inheritance by Baptism 
of the kingdom of heaven. 

Due sense. A right sense. 

Unfeignedly. Really, sincerely. 

We shew forth Qod'b praise with our lips in Psalms 
and Hymns, Prayers and Thanksgivings : in our lives 
by keeping the commandments. 

In hohness. Doing our duty towards God. 

In righteousness. And towards our neighbour. 

PRAYER OF S. CHRYSOSTOM. 

All the foregoing prayers have been addressed to God 
the Father : the prayer of S. Chrysostom, however, is 
addressed to God the Son ; in it we remind Him of His 
promise, that " where two or three are gathered together 
in My Name, there am I in the midst of them'' (S. 
Matt xviii. 20). 

One axK)ord. One mind, one consent. 

Common supplication. A prayer in which all 
unite. 

Fulfil, now, O Lord, etc. We aak God to 
answer our prayers, not according to our will, but in 
the way that He knows is best for us. 

The grrace of our Lord, etc., is a prayer to the 
Three Persons of the Blessed Trinity. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 



CHAPTER V. 

A LITANY is a form of i)rayer consisting of short 
supplications. The Litany is appointed to be 
said on Sunday, because on this day there is the largest 
attendance at Church. On Wednesday and Friday, be- 
cause they were the old days of humiliation and abstin- 
ence : the fonner as the day of our Blessed Lord's 
betrayal by Judas Iscariot to the chief priests ; and the 
latter as the day of His Crucifixion. 

The prayers in the Morning Service for the Queen, 
Royal Family, Clergy, and all conditions of men, are 
omitted when the Litany is used. 

The Litany may be divided into five parts. 

1. THE INVOCATIONS are addressed to each per- 
son of the Blessed Trinity separately, and then the 
Unity, thereby acknowledging our belief that " The 
Father is God, the Son is God ; and the Holt Ghost 
ifl God. And yet they are not three Gods ; but One God. 

2. THE DEPRECATIONS (v. 5-11), or prayers to 
be delivered from evils and sins, are addressed to our 
Saviour, because He made atonement for sin upon the 
Cross. 

Blindness of heart. Not being able to see the truth. 

Pride, vainglory, and nypocrisy. Sins 
against ourselves, inward sins. We begin with pride, 
thinking well of ourselves ; and this leads up to vain- 
glory, desiring that others should think well of us ; and 
results in hypocrisy, only doing good that men may 
speak well of us. 

Envy, hatred, and malice. Sins against our 
neighbour. Cain is an instance how one of these sins 
indulged in leads on to another. First, he envied his 
brother, because his offering was more acceptable to 
God, and this feeling indulged in, led him on to hatred, 
which vented itself m the act of murder. Malice is a 
spirit of revenge. 

The deceits of the world. The evil of otbers, 
or sins which others lead us into, — such as bad com- 
panions, etc. 
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The flesh. Sins against our bodies, such as drunk- 
enness-, gluttony, laziness, impurity. 

The devil. Satan's special sins, — ^pride, vainglory, 
envy. 

Sudden death. Unprejared death. 

Sedition, privy conspiracy, and rebellion, 
are sins against our rulers. Absalom is an instance how 
one of these sins leads on to another. He began by 
secretlv finding fault or murmuring against King David, 
his father. Wnen he had got the hearts of the people, 
he made a secret conspiracy, vthich resulted in the act 
of open rebellion of proclaiming himself king in Hebron. 

Meresy. Wilfid disbelief of any article of the 
Faith. 

Schism. To cut or rend. Separation from the 
Church. 

3. THE PLEADINGS. We ask our Lord to deliver 
ns by all He has done and suffered for us. 

Mystery, Something we cannot understand. 

Incarnation. Taking our flesh. 

Baptism, Pasting, and Temptation. After 
His baptism by S. John Baptist, and forty days' fast in 
the wilderness, Jesus suffered Himself to be tempted of 
the devil, that we might be able to resist his assaults. 

Tribulation . . . wecQth. Sorrows and troubles, 
happiness and prosperity, alike may draw us away from 
God. The first by maHng us impatient and rebellious, 
the second by leading us to be forgetful whose gifts 
they are. 

4. THE INTERCESSIONS, or Prayers for others.— 
We pray for — 

(1.) The Church Universal 

(2.) The Queen and Royal Family. 



^3.) The Bishops and Clergy. 



(4.) All whom the Queen has placed in authority 
under her. 

(5.) For all men and nations. 

(6.) For "all in trouble, sorrow, need, sicknesss, or 
any other adversity." 

(7.) For our enemies. 
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5. THE SUPPLICATIONS are for temporal gifts— 
the fruits of the earth ; for spiritual gifts — repentance, 
forgiveness, and amendment. 

l^indly ftnits. " And the earth brought forth grass, 
and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yield- 
ing fruit, whose seed was in itself after his kind." Gen. 
i. 12. 

Sins. Evil we have done. 

Negrligr^nces. Good left undone. 

Igrnorances. Sins committed without knowing they 
are wrong, like S. Paul when he persecuted the Chris- 
tians. 

In the following versicles we address our Blessed Lord 
in His two Natures. 

Son of God. His Divine Nature. 

Lamb of God. His human Nature. He is called 
" The Lamb," because He was offered as a sacrifice for 
sin. 

The Lesser Litany is addressed to each Person of 
the Blessed Trinity. 

O Lord, deal not with us after, etc. The 
word "after" here means "according to'' — as we de- 
serve. 

The responses to the following prayers are taken from 
Psalm xliv. 26 : — " Arise, and help us : and deliver us 
for Tly mercy's sake." 

O God, we have heard, etc., is from Ps. xliv. 1. 
" "We have heard with our ears, God, our fathers have 
told us : what Thou hast done in their times of old." 

Then follows the Gloria Patri, some versicles and re- 
sponses, and a prayer for protection from evil. The two 
final prayers have already been noticed. 



